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determination   including   the right to secede
and form an independent state.

3.  The abolition of all national and national-religious

privileges and restrictions whatsoever.

4.  Free development for the national minorities and

ethnographic groups inhabiting the territory of

Russia.

Now, what has actually been done to implement the
principle of national and cultural autonomy and the
policy of Bolshevik Government towards the problem of
national minorities ? The first practical step taken towards
it was the redivision of regional areas. This was based,
not upon military and political considerations as we have
or had got it in India or under the Tsars but upon the
national principle, supplemented by geographical and
economic considerations. In this way three types of
states were created : 1. Republics, members of the Union;
2. Autonomous Repuplics: 3. Autonomous Regions,
national districts and national Soviets.

Those states are called "member states" which conform
to the following conditions :

(a) The nationality giving its name to the state must
represent the more or less compact majority in it; (b) the
population of the Republic must not be less than a mil-
lion, (c) the state must be located at the national frontier
so that it should be geographically possible for it to
secede from the U. S. S, R. At present there are eleven
Member states': The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic (R.S,F.S.R.): The Ukrainian and White Rus-
sian S. S. R.'s (Soviet Socialist Republics) the Kazak and
Kirghiz S. S. R.'s, the Azerbaijan, Armenian and Geor-
gian S. S. R.'s and the Uzbeg, Turkoman and Tadjik
S. S. R.'s. Those nationalities which did not represent
a large compact majority in their region were accorded